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HEALTH SYSTEM — INVESTMENT 

335. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Minister for Health: 

Before I begin, I welcome Ms Blitvich and the year 10 students from Balcatta Senior High School in the gallery 
today. 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record $37 billion investment in Western Australia’s health system, 
including a much-needed upgrade to Osborne Park Hospital, which was completely neglected by the previous 
Liberal–National government. Can the minister outline to the house what this record investment — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member, start again. Leader of the Opposition, I heard you say twice, “You’ve got nothing in 
Peel.” No-one laughed, so it was not funny. Start again, member. 

Mr D.R. MICHAEL: I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record $37 billion investment in WA’s health 
system, including a much-needed upgrade to Osborne Park Hospital, which was completely neglected by the 
previous Liberal–National government. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.R. MICHAEL: Can the minister outline to the house what this record investment means for 
Western Australian patients and the delivery of quality health care? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

I would like to thank the member for the question and yes, I would be delighted to continue to advise the house 
about the McGowan government’s investment in our health system. The 2018–19 budget delivers more again on 
our election commitments, and this has all been done within the constraints of our financial management and 
bringing the budget back into surplus in 2020–21. The McGowan government is putting patients first. Today, the 
member for Balcatta might be interested to hear about some of our election commitments at Osborne Park Hospital 
and what we will be doing in the northern suburbs for patients in that area. This budget delivers on our election 
commitments to upgrade hospital services that will continue to transform the services at Osborne Park Hospital 
with record funding of $24.9 million. The funding boosts our election commitment to improve the hospital’s 
neonatal unit and expand rehabilitation services. The expansion includes a new level 2A neonatal nursery for local 
mothers with low to moderate-risk pregnancies. The enhanced obstetric services will enable more mothers to give 
birth close to where they live. In particular, I am excited about a new 10-bed rehabilitation unit. This will form 
part of our rehabilitation services in the suburbs, which, as members would know, were substantially moved to the 
south at Fiona Stanley Hospital when we established the rehabilitation hospital there. This unit will specialise in 
caring for a range of patients requiring rehabilitation following a stroke, amputation or neurological condition. In 
a first of its kind for Perth’s northern suburbs, a centralised therapy hub will also be developed. This is about the 
McGowan government delivering on its election commitments for patients in the northern suburbs, but it does not 
stop there. We are also making an $11.8 million investment to implement our vision for Royal Perth Hospital. This 
includes a mental health observation area plus mental health beds as part of the centrepiece for the McGowan 
government’s broader RPH redevelopment plans. We will soon be opening the state’s first urgent care clinic at 
Royal Perth Hospital, in addition to early planning around a medihotel and innovation hub to bolster research at 
that hospital. We are not the only ones who are excited about our investment in the hospital system. Members 
might be surprised to hear that the federal government shares our enthusiasm for this. I was excited to go up to 
Joondalup Health Campus with my good friend Senator Mathias Cormann to announce the joint funding as the 
federal government becomes a partner in the redevelopment of our health system to make sure that we continue to 
invest in the northern suburbs and put patients first. Last week, I also announced a $1.8 million investment in Fiona 
Stanley Hospital to develop a birthing centre there. Again, this will boost maternity services for all 
Western Australians to make sure that mums have a greater choice of where they have their babies. We are about 
to be confronted with a large baby boom and those announcements, in addition to our commitment to keep Bentley 
Hospital maternity services open for the next four years, mean that we are creating the investment needed in our 
health system to meet the needs of WA patients. But we are doing that in a way that makes sure that our finances 
are sustainable and we work within those confines. We are even investing in Peel Health Campus, and I know the 
member for Dawesville hates that. 
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